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37 CFR 1.97(b) 

1- IS The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed within three months of the filing 
of a national application other than a continued prosecution application under 37 CFR 1 .53(d); within 
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR 1.491 in an international 
application; before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or before the mailing of a first Office 
Action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114. 



37 CFR 1.97(c) 

2. □ The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed after the period specified in 37 
CFR 1.97(b), provided that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of a 
Final Action under 37 CFR 1.113, a Notice of Allowance under 37 CFR 1.311, or an Action that 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and is accompanied by one of: 

□ the statement specified in 37 CFR 1 .97(e); 

OR 

□ the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 
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included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038. 
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I certify that this document and authorization to charge deposit 
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Patent and Trademark Office (Fax. No. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited 
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as first class mail in an envelope addressed to 
"Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450* [37 CFR 1.8(a)] on 



(Date) 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re application of: 

Blatter 
Serial No.: 10/706,245 
Filed: November 12, 2003 

For: STAPLE AND ANVIL ANASTOMOSIS SYSTEM 

Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

TO THE COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

1. Pursuant to the duty of disclosure, documents listed on the accompanying Form 
PTO-1449 (or equivalent) are presented for the Examiner's consideration. 

CJ Copies of listed foreign patent documents and non-patent literature are enclosed. 
(37 C.F.R.§ 1.98(a)(2)) 

^ Copies of the documents listed at sheets 1-11, citation numbers 1-231 of the 
attached Form PTO-1449 (or equivalent) are omitted because (1) they are already 
of record in U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 10/243,543, filed September 12, 
2002 and U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/293,366, filed April 16, 1999, 
now U.S. Patent No. 6,623,494 on which this application relies for an earlier 
filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120; and (2) any information disclosure statement 
filed in the prosecution of Application No. 10/706,245, complies with 37 CFR 
§§ 1 .98(a) through (c). (37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(d)) 

[~1 A copy of copending U.S. Patent Application No. , filed 

, for , listed at (sheet/cite no.) of the 

attached Form PTO-1449 (or equivalent), Q is enclosed / Q is omitted. (Copy 
not required if available via IFW. 1 287 OG 1 63 (Oct. 1 9, 2004).). 




Art Unit 
3731 
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This information disclosure statement is being submitted (check box a., b., or a): 

a. ^ Within three months of the filing date of a national application or entry of 

the national stage in an international application; or before the mailing of a 
first Office action on the merits; or before the mailing of a first Office 
action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 
37 CFR 1.1 14. (No statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) is required.); or 

b. O After the period set forth in paragraph 2a, but before the mailing date of 

either a final action, a notice of allowance, or an action that otherwise 
closes prosecution in the application. (Check box i. or ii.) 

i. Li A $180.00 information disclosure statement submission fee set 

forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) is enclosed, or 

ii. □ A statement specified by 37 CFR 1 .97(e) is set forth below; or 

c. O After the mailing date of a final action or notice of allowance and on or 

before payment of the issue fee. A statement specified by 37 CFR 1.97(e) 
is set forth below. Enclosed is a $180.00 information disclosure statement 
processing fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 

If a statement specified by 37 CFR 1.97(e) is required, the attorney or agent signing 
below hereby states that: 

Q each item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement; or 

□ no item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) 
more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 



SaltLake-239248.1 0011502-00033 



2 



4. Q A concise explanation of the relevance of each document not in the English 
language and/or selected documents in the English language is set forth below 

DATED this of November, 2004. 



Respectfully submitted, 




STOEL RIVES LLP 
One Utah Center 

201 South Main Street, Suite 1 100 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 
Telephone: (801)578-6932 
Facsimile: (801) 578-6999 

CUSTOMER NO. 32642 
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10 


4,352,358 
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Angelchik 










11 


4,366,819 


1/83 


Kaster 










12 


4,368,736 


1/83 


Kaster 










13 


4,503,568 


3/85 


Madras 










14 


4,523,592 


6/85 


Daniel 










15 


4,553,542 


11/85 


Schenck et al. 










16 


4,593,693 


6/86 


Schenck 










17 


4,603,693 


8/86 


Conta et al. 










18 


4,607,637 


8/86 


Berggren et al. 
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4,624,255 


11/86 


Schenck et al. 
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11/86 
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21 


4,657,019 
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Walsh et al. 










22 


4,665,906 


5/87 


Jervis 










23 


4,721,109 


1/88 


Healey 










24 


4,747,407 


5/88 


Liu et al. 










25 
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6/88 


Green et al. 
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4,873,977 


10/89 


Avant et al. 










32 


4,907,591 


3/90 


Vasconcellos et al. 










33 


4,917,087 


4/90 


Walsh et al. 










34 


4,917,090 


4/90 


Berggren et al. 










35 


4,917,091 


4/90 


Berggren et ai. 










36 


4,917,114 


4/90 


Green et al. 










37 


4,930,674 


6/90 


Barak 










38 


4,931,057 


6/90 


Cummings et al. 










39 


5,005,749 


4/91 


Aranyi 










40 


5,047,039 


9/91 


Avant et al. 










41 


5,047,041 


9/91 


Samuels 










42 


5,062,842 


11/91 


Tiffany 
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43 


5,104.025 


4/92 


Main et al. 










44 


5,119,983 


6/92 


Green et al. 










45 


5,129,913 


7/92 


Ruppert 










46 


5,156,619 


10/92 


Ehrenfeld 










HI 


C A 7Q CO/1 
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l/»o 


Kamos ivianinez 










48 


5,192,294 


3/93 


Blake, III 










49 


5,193,731 


3/93 


Aranyi 










50 


5,205,459 


4/93 


Brinkerhoff et aL 










51 


5,211,683 


5/93 


Maginot 










52 


5,234,447 


8/93 


Kaster et al. 










53 


5.222,970 


6/93 


Reeves 










54 


5,271,544 


12/93 


Fox et al. 










55 


5.254.113 


10/93 


Wilk 










56 


5.275.322 


1/94 


Brinkerhoff et aL 










57 


5,285.945 


2/94 


Brinkerhoff et al. 










58 


5.290.306 


3/94 


Trotta et al. 










59 


5,292,053 


3/94 


Bilotti et al. 










60 


5,304,220 


4/94 


Maginot 










61 


5,314,435 


5/94 


Green et al. 










62 


5,314,468 


5/94 


Ramos Martinez 










63 


5,333,773 


8/94 


Main et al. 










64 


5,336,233 


8/94 


Chen 










65 


5,350,104 


9/94 


Main et al. 
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5,366,462 


11/94 


Kaster et al. 










67 


5,392,979 


2/95 


Green et al. 










68 


5,395,030 
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Kuramoto et al. 










69 


5,411,475 


5/95 


Atala et al. 










70 


5,443,497 


8/95 


Venbrux 










71 


5,447,514 


9/95 


Gerry et al. 










72 


5,454,825 


10/95 


Van Leeuwen 










73 


5,456,712 


10/95 


Maginot 










74 


5,456,714 


10/95 


Owen 










75 


5,464,449 


11/95 


Ryan et al. 










76 


5,465,895 


11/95 


Knodel et al. 










77 


5,478.320 


12/95 


Trotta 










78 


5,478,354 


12/95 


Toveyetal. 










79 


5,522,834 


6/96 


Fonger et al. 










80 


5,533,661 


7/96 


Main et al. 










81 


5,558,667 


9/96 


Yarborough et al. 










82 


5,571,167 


11/96 


Maginot 










83 


5,609,285 


3/97 


Grant et al. 










84 


5,613,979 


5/97 


Trotta et al. 










85 


5.616,114 


4/97 


Thornton et al. 










86 


5,620,649 


4/97 


Trotta 










87 


5.632,433 


5/97 


Grant et al. 
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5,634,936 


6/97 


Linden et al. 
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5,643,305 


7/97 


Al-Tameem 
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7/97 


Nunokawa 










91 


5,662,580 


9/97 


Bradshaw et a!. 










92 


5,662,700 


9/97 


Lazarus 














Q/Q7 


D3I3ZS ei 31. 










94 


5,676,670 


10/97 


Kim 










95 


5,690,662 


11/97 


Chiu et al. 










96 


5,693,088 


12/97 


Lazarus 










97 


5,695,504 


12/97 


Gifford, III et al. 










98 


5.702,412 


12/97 


Popov et al. 










99 


5,707,362 


12/98 


Yoon 










100 


5,707,380 


1/98 


Hinchliffe et al. 










101 


5,766,158 


6/98 


Opolski 










102 


5,709,693 


1/98 


Taylor 










103 


5,732,872 


3/98 


Bolduc et al. 










104 


5,779,731 


7/98 


Leavitt 










105 


5,799,857 


9/98 


Robertson et al. 










106 


5,817.113 


10/98 


Gifford, III et al. 










107 


5,830,228 


11/98 


Knapp et al. 










108 


5.833.698 


11/98 


Hinchliffe et al. 










109 


5.843,027 


12/98 


Stone et al. 










110 


5,860,992 


1/99 


Daniel et al. 










111 


5,861,005 


1/99 


Kontos 










112 


5,865,730 


2/99 


Fox et al. 
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5,868,763 


2/99 


Spence et al. 










114 


5,879,371 
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Gardiner et al. 










115 


5,893,369 


4/99 


LeMole 










116 


5,910.153 


6/99 


Mayenberger 










117 


5,915,616 


6/99 


Viola et al. 
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118 


5,921,995 


7/99 


Kleshinski 










119 


5.944,730 


8/99 


Nobles et al. 










120 


5,951,576 


9/99 


Wakabayashi 










121 


5.954.735 


9/99 


Rygaard 










122 


5,976,178 


11/99 


Goldsteen et al. 










123 


5,993,464 


11/99 


Knodel 










124 


6,007,576 


12/99 


McClellan 










125 


6,015,416 


1/00 


Stefanchik et al. 










126 


6,022,367 


2/00 


Sherts 










127 


6,024,748 


2/00 


Manzo et al. 










128 


6,036,700 


3/00 


Stefanchik et al. 










129 


6,036,710 


3/00 


McGarry et al. 










130 


6,050,472 


4/00 


Shibata 










131 


6,053,390 


4/00 


Green et al. 










132 


6,066,144 


5/00 


Wolfet al. 










133 


6,066,148 


5/00 


Rygaard 










134 


6,068.637 


5/00 


Popov et al. 
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Stefanchik et al. 
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Williamson IV et al. 










137 


6,080,176 


6/00 


Young 




• 






138 


6,083,234 
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Nicholas et al. 










139 


6,113,612 


9/00 


Swanson et al. 










140 


6,117,148 


9/00 


Ravo et al. 










141 


6,152,937 


11/00 


Peterson et al. 










142 


6,171,319 


1/01 


Nobles et al. 










143 


6,176,413 


1/01 


Heck et al. 










144 


6,187,019 


2/01 


Stefanchik et al. 










145 


6,187,020 


2/01 


Zegdi et al. 










146 


6.190,396 


2/01 


Whitin et al. 










147 


6,190,397 


2/01 


Spence et al. 










148 


6,193,129 


2/01 


Bittner et al. 










149 


6,193,734 


2/01 


Bolduc et al. 










150 


6,206.913 


3/01 


Yencho et al. 










151 


6,209,773 


4/01 


Bolduc et al. 










152 


6,241.743 


6/01 


Levin et al. 










153 


6.248.117 


6/01 


Blatter 










154 


6,254,617 


7/01 


Spence et al. 










155 


6,279.809 


8/01 


Nicolo 










156 


6,280.460 


8/01 


Bolduc et al. 
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6,387.105 


5/02 


Gifford, III et al. 
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6,391,038 
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Vargas et al. 
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